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1620 I Street, NW  

Suite 701 

Washington, DC  20006-4033 

Telephone: (202) 463-1166           Web:  http://www.hall-associates.com                  Fax: (202) 463-4207 

Email:  bkirby@hall-associates.com  

 

 

December 4, 2018 

 

Via FOIA Online 

 

National Freedom of Information Officer  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (2822T)  

Washington, DC 20460 

 

 

RE: FOIA Request for Records Related to 2015 EPA Emails Concerning NPDES 

Permitting in New Jersey 

 

To Whom This May Concern: 

 

 This is a request for public records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 

(“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552, as implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) at 

40 C.F.R. Part 2.  

 

Background 

 Between January 20, 2015 and January 21, 2015, EPA staff corresponded via email 

regarding NPDES permitting in New Jersey (Attachment 1 – Highlighted January 20-21, 2015 

EPA Email Chain, Re: NJ Permit Issue.).  

 

Request 

 This request seeks: 

1. A copy of the briefing documents cited by Mohammed Billah in his January 20, 2015 

email, 

2. A copy of the “one-pager Kevin [Weiss] sent out last week” referenced in Kim Kramer’s 

January 20, 2015 email, 

3. A copy of the version of the document that was reformatted “as a memo from HQ to 

Region 2” as noted in Kevin Weiss’ reply to Kim Kramer, and 

4. Any comments provided by Sylvia Horwitz referenced in her email response back to 

Kevin Weiss et al. 

 

  

*** 
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H A L L  &  A S S O C I A T E S  

2 
 

 

Please contact the undersigned if the associated search and duplication costs are 

anticipated to exceed $100.00. Please duplicate the records that are responsive to this request and 

send it to the undersigned at the above address. If the requested record is withheld based upon 

any asserted privilege, please identify the basis for the non-disclosure. 

 

   If you have any questions regarding this request, please do not hesitate to contact this 

office so as to ensure that only the necessary document is duplicated.   

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

      //s// Ben Kirby      

      Benjamin M. Kirby 
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Attachment 1 –  

Highlighted January 20-21, 2015 EPA Email Chain, Re: NJ Permit Issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document 7 

From: Horwitz. Sylvia 
To: Weiss. Keyjn; Kramer. Kim; Bjl!ab. Mohammed; Anderson. Kate: Steobansen. Stanley; King. Carol 
Subject: RE: NJ Permit Issue. 

Date; Wednesday, January 21, 2015 11:45:27 AM 

Attorney-Client Privileged 

I spoke to Mary Ellen about this today -f n light of the Iowa League issues we discussed yesterday. 

I'm going to take a crack at putting t his in context, etc. I' ll get that done today. 

Sylvia Horwitz 

Office of General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

WJC North 7353H 

Phone: 202-564-5511 

From: Weiss, Kevin 

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 11:11 AM 

To: Kramer, Kim; Bi llah, Mohammed; Anderson, Kat e; Stephansen, Stanley; King, Carol; Horwitz, 

Sylvia 

Subject: RE: NJ Permit Issue. 

Kim: 

I hanks for your edits. I had some suggest ions on language. I-YI, we talked with Deborah Nagle and 

we would like to reformat this as a memo from HQ to Region 2. The reformat ting has not been 

done yet. 

Thanks 

Kevin 

From: Kramer, Kim 

Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 4:00 PM 

To: Billah, Mohammed; Anderson, Kate; Stephansen, Stanley; King, Carol; Horwitz, Sylvia; Weiss, 

Kevin 

Subject: RE: NJ Permit Issue. 

Hi all. 

Attached are my comments on the one-pager that Kevin sent out last week. 

Thanks 

XimXramer 
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Assis tant Regional Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 2 
290 Broadway, 16th Fl 
New York, NY 10007 
(212) 637-3238 

From: Billah, Mohammed 

Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 12:48 PM 

To: Anderson, Kate; Stephansen, St anley; King, Carol; Horwitz, Sylvia; Weiss, Kevin; Kramer, Kim 

Subject: NJ Permit Issue. 

Following decision has been made during t he conference ca ll today. 

• Send me your comment (cc Kevin) on the document Kevin send out last Friday 

• We will be t alking to NJDEP tomorrow as scheduled 

• Ask NJDEP to delay the issuance of the fina l permit for two weeks. 

• OW/OWM w ill brief the management ASAP, and f inalize the document. 

• EPA HQ and R2 w il l meet next week again to final ize the document before sending out to 

NJDEP 

• Kevin and Sylvia will find out t he regulatory reference to answer Q.2 

Thanks 

Mohammed Billah 

Environmental Engineer 

Office of Wastewater Management 

Water Permit Division 

Phone# (202) 564-2228 
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